Interview with Irmina, a Practitioner based at our setting in Prince Rock
What are you day to day tasks?
There’s a whole list. Basically, I do whatever Vicky asks me because she’s the room leader. So I’m really there to support her. I lead circle time and group time with my key children, we have the same children so we get to know each other better. Sometimes I do nappies or kitchen but mainly I’m needed in the room with the children.

What do you enjoy about your job?
Spending time with the children, that’s the best part. I didn’t think I would work with children but I studied it because I was thinking about my future. I know that there will always be nurseries and schools. I wanted do to something helpful and useful, which I hope I am! When I studied, I realised that I liked working with the children and that I was good at it. I thought, here’s something that we can use! The children like me.

What are your struggles with the job?
The paperwork, definitely, I’d rather spend time with the children, rather than writing things out. And the ratio, it can be really, really hectic if someone calls in sick. It can really be a mess, the nappies, the lunchtime, I guess that all nurseries have the same problem.

What do you think makes being a ‘Practitioner’ different to the other roles in the setting?
I never aspired to being a leader; I’d rather be wisely directed. I’m not ‘ambitious’, my ambition was to be a nursery worker. I’m okay to do what I’m being asked to do. 
It’s good to have someone with different experience, different qualification I was studying for five years. I’m from a different country and educational system (Irmina comes from Poland and has studied childcare in Poland). Maybe I’ll think of something that nobody else has, I don’t know, you will have to ask them! And they think of ideas too.

What do you think of working for Noah’s Ark?
I’m still very grateful because Nyree (the director of the company) was the only one who asked me for an interview in one and a half years of applying for childcare jobs. Before that, I was working for an agency and they didn’t care. (Before working for Noah’s Ark, Irmina worked for in a factory making televisions sets), I was so relieved that someone invited me to an interview.
Why do you think that no-one invited you for an interview before?
It’s too much hassle with non-English people, translating qualifications, no-one really bothered to check. (Irmina actually has a Masters in Childcare from Poland). I wouldn’t mind if they interviewed me and then said my English is no good but I didn’t have that chance. I trained in childcare for five years, so I wanted to do what I was trained in. But now I know all of the parts of the inside of a TV; it might come in useful one day!
I don’t have any other English nurseries to compare to.  I’m happy!

